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In their wars,, they use bows and arrows, whereof their bows are made of a kind of yew, but blacker than ours ; and, for the most part, passing the strength of the Negroes or Indians, for It is not greatly inferior to ours. Their arrows are also of a great length, but yet of reeds, like other Indians : but varying in two points, both in length, and also for nocks and feathers, which the others lack; whereby they shoot very steady. The heads of the same are vipers' teeth, bones of fishes, flint stones, piked points of knives which they having gotten of the Frenchmen, broke the same, and put the points of them in their arrows' heads. Some of them have their heads of silver; other some that have want of these, put in a kind of hard wood, notched, which pierceth as far as any of the rest.
In their fight, being in the woods, they use a marvellous policy for their own safeguard ; which is, by clasping a tree in their arms, and yet shooting notwithstanding. This policy they used with the Frenchmen m their fight; whereby it ap-peareth that they are people of some policy: and although they are called by the Spaniards, Gcnte triste, that is to say, "Bad people," meaning thereby, that they are not men of capacity; yet have the Frenchmen found them so witty in their answers, that by their Captain's own report, a Councillor with us could not give a more profound reason.
The women, also, for their apparel use painted skins, but most of them gowns of moss, somewhat longer than our moss, which they sew together artificially, and make the same surplice wise : wearing their hair down to their shoulders, like the Indians.
In this river of May aforesaid, the Captain entering with his pinnace, found a French ship of 80 tons; and two pinnaces, of 15 tons apiece, by her. and speaking with the keepers thereof, they told him of a fort, two leagues up, which they had built, in which their Captain, Monsieur LAUDONNIERE was, with certain soldiers.
To whom, our Captain sending to understand of a watering place, where he might conveniently take it in, and to have license for the same : he straight (because there was no convenient place but up the river five leagues, where the water was fresh) did send him a pilot for the more expedition theieof,